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If a person is convicted of first or second-degree
murder in Pennsylvania, they will face life
imprisonment without the possibility of parole
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In Pennsylvania, the population of people serving life without
parole for second-degree murder today is old, and their
incarceration is expensive. As of September 1, 2020, almost half
(47.1%) of the people serving life for second-degree murder were
age 50 and older. That is already double the percentage of those
age 50 and older in the total DOC population.'

The Bureau of Justice Statistics recently released two
studies on 400,000 people released in 30 states in 2005. It
found that while re-arrest rates are high for all people
released from prison, people convicted of violent offenses
are less likely to be re-arrested within 3 years.’
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